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May 31, 2013

Dear Madam or Sir:

I have had the pleasure of knowing Amanda Goad in a variety of different
capacities for more than six years. When I first joined the Board of Director
of The LGBT Bar Association of Greater New York I became aware of
Amanda’s consistent volunteer efforts at our West Village Transgender
Name Change Clinic. This was at a time when then process for legally
changing one’s name was even more daunting for members of the
transgender community, many of the courts were hostile and the nonprofit
resources available were much fewer,

Amanda was not only one of the project’s regular volunteers she was a
leader in ensuring its continued operation and always a compassionate
counselor to clinic visitors.

Not long after that Amanda and I became colleagues at the New York City
Law Department, Her reputation was as a dedicated and fierce advocate for
the environmental policies of the City of New York, which took center
stage during the first two terms of the Bloomberg administration. As a
member of the department’s Legal Counsel Division, I also had the
opportunity to consult with Amanda — her skills in translating complex
environmental jargon in legislation and administrative rules to colleagues
like myself were especially strong (and much like her ability to demystify
the legal process for clinic visitors.)

It is not an overstatement to say that Amanda and her colleagues played a
major role in ensuring a more sustainable and livable City for its millions of
residents,

My working relationship with Amanda has continued on since her departure
to the American Civil Liberties Union and its LGBT and AIDS Project. She
continued her volunteering for our organization, as a frequent volunteer at
our weekly Manhattan pro bono legal clinic, We have counted on her to
continue helping us meet the needs of our community members.

The words that come to mind when thinking of Amanda are: sharp,
committed, compassionate and fearfess. She is not shy about pointing out
and addressing injustice, which is one of the many reasons her role at the
ACLU seems so fitting.
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Indeed, today, just before I sat down to write this letter, I finished reading a recent case
brought by Lambda Legal to ensure that the birth certificate of a child born to a lesbian couple
in lowa during their marriages would list both mothers on the certificate, Of the two lawyers
on the amicus brief submitted by the ACLU, one was Amanda’s. I thought, as I often have,
“Good for her, Good for us that we have her on our side.”

For all the reasons outlined above and more, I am happy to submit this letter of support for
Amanda’s nomination for the 2013 Best LGBT Lawyers Under 40 Award from The National
LGBT Bar Association.

Sincerely,

/Buad

Brad Snyder
Executive Director
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